Fast atom bombardment mass spectrometry in the study of dopamine melanogenesis intermediates.
Fast atom bombardment was applied to the study of the intermediates of the reaction dopamine-tyrosinase after treatment with diazomethane. The identification of trimethoxyindoline, dopamine-o-quinone and dimethoxyindole was easily achieved by this ionization method, together with accurate mass measurements and collision experiments. The structures of these compounds are in agreement with those already hypothesized in studies on melanogenesis.